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The Alabama Council on Developmental Disabilities (ACDD) is federally funded through the Administration for
Community Living’s Administration on Disabilities, Office of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities and is
authorized by Public Law 106-402 to address the unmet needs of people with developmental disabilities. More than 60
percent of the Council membership consists of indrviduals with developmental disabilities or their family members who are

appointed by the Governor. The remainder of Council membership includes representatives from state agencies that provide

services and  supports to individuals with developmental disabilities; representatives from the University
Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) and the State Protection and Advocacy
System; and a representative from a local and non-governmental — agency, a  non-profit
governmental agency, and a private non- profit organization, each concerned with
services for people with developmental disabilities.

Every five years, the Alabama Council on Developmental Disabilities creates a State Plan
imformed by statewide input from the disability community. The 2022-2026 Five-
Year State Plan has four priority areas: Education and Early Intervention, Employment,

Formal and Informal Community Supports, and Health. As a result, the four goals focus on individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities (1/DD) recerving education that supports their rights, needs, and interests;
obtaining competitive, integrated employment; accessing and using formal and informal community supports; and accessing
healthcare services and supports that addresses their needs and choices and enhances their quality of life. Via these goals, the
Council promotes and supports independence, advocacy, productivity, and inclusion for Alabamians with developmental

disabilities.

Fiscal Year 2024 (F'Y'24) (October 1, 2023 through September 30, 2024) was the third year of the 2022-2026 Five-Year
State Plan. The Council supported actrvities in all priority areas of the state plan. Additionally, four people (i.e., two
persons with 1/DD and two_family members of  people with 1/DD) were appointed to the Council by Governor Kay Ivey.
Throughout this document are examples of  projects, initiatives, and actrvities supported by the Council during F'Y'24.For
example, the Council supported activities related to employment, advocacy, and assistive technology for persons with 1/DD

and their families. Discover more about the F'Y'24 accomplishments, activities, collaborators, and ongoing opportunities of

the Council in the pages ahead.




New Council Members (Citizen Members)

Darnell Coley (Pike Road, AL)
Tomeka Mitchell (Phenix City, AL)
George Neal (Montgomery, AL)
Rina Smith (Alexander City, AL)

Council members are geographically representative of Alabama. They also represent the
diversity of the state with respect to race and ethnicity.

Overview of Council Accomplishments

. Education and Early Intervention Priority Area
o  Distribution of over 3755 educational materials to school systems across the state
Involvement with the Dolly Parton Imagination Library coverage expansion
o  Continued participation in the Community of Practice (COP) for Supporting Families
of Individuals with I/DD
o  Participated in a State of the Youth Town Hall held by the Macon County Children’s
Policy Council
o Employment Priority Area
Supported 24 Alabama Governor’s Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) delegates
Supported 84 Project SEARCH graduates (72 secured employment)
Supported the 2024 AL-APSE Conference
Promotion of Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month (DDAM)
Supported training for employment related professionals (116) to ensure agencies had
qualified staff' to support individuals with [/DD
o Community Supports Priority Area
o Partnership with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) for a banking and
disability webinar
o Supported a rural roadshow series on assistive technology by the Accessing Potential
Through Assistive Technology (APTAT) program
o Cosponsored the 2024 Alabama Disability Conference
0 Supported the 2024 Disability Advocacy Day
0 Support of many Alabama Developmental Disabilities Network (ADDN)
collaborations
or activities including Partners in Policymaking Alabama (PIPA) (13
lgraduates); an
affordable, accessible, and inclusive housing initiative; and preparation for
Yy and provision of information related to Alabama’s visit from the Centers
tfor Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
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Supported a self-advocate peer specialist with the Alabama Disabilities Advocacy
Program (ADAP) (Alabama’s P&A)
Health Priority Area
Cosponsored a Determining the Severity Level of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
Disorders (FASD): From Foster Care to Inmates on Death Row training (130 attendees)
Supported an assistive technology webinar series by the Accessing

Potential Through Assistive Technology (APTAT) program
Other
Continued support of the Achieving Health Equity for Alabamians with Disabilities
(AHEAD)

project, which is a project resulting from funding provided to expand the public health
workforce within the disability and aging networks

Examples of Collaborators

Accessing Potential Through Assistive Technology (APTAT)
Alabama APSE

Alabama Department of Mental Health (ADMH)

Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services (ADRS)
Alabama Disabilities Advocacy Program (ADAP)

Alabama UCEDD

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)

People First of Alabama

Southeast Alabama Self-Help Association (SEASHA)

Examples of Comments or Success Stories

Project SEARCH: Such a rewarding program. I have the opportunity to participate in a real job. I
Jfeel confident to work now.

Alabama APSE Conference: Consistently this is the best, most informative conference all year!
APTAT Assistive Technology Webinars: I will be able to use this information for parents who
need assistance. Also to advocate for the students.

Partners in Policymaking Alabama (PIPA): Thank you for the opportunity to learn and grow. I
have activated my superpower and I'm ready to work!

ACDD Quarterly Meetings: I have used the information to help with my advocacy for
individuals with disabilities in my communaity, church, and family.

ACDD Educational Materials: The materials were very effective in helping our kindergarteners
understand what bullying is and how to prevent it. Sending the books home helped reinforce these
lessons, and parents were very appreciative.

Overview of the Council’s Quarterly Meeting Topics/Speakers

Alabama’s Crisis System of Care (Alabama Department of Mental Health TADMH]
Crisis Care Project Director)

developmental disabilities.




o National Public Policy Update (National Association of Councils on Developmental
Disabilities TNACDD] Director of Public Policy)

Supported Decision-Making (Director of Elder Law Clinic at Faulkner University)
Opioid Awareness and Resources (ADMH State Opioid Coordinator)

Alabama ABLE Savings Plan (Alabama Treasury Department)

Accessing Potential Through Assistive Technology Demonstration (Alabama Assistive
Technology Act Program/Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services)

Examples of Council Involvement in other Disability Related Boards, Organizations,
and/or Committees

Alabama Head and Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund

Alabama Functional and Access Needs in Disaster (FAND) Taskforce

Assistive Technology Act Advisory Council

Disability Leadership Coalition of Alabama

Information and Technical Assistance Center (ITACC) Project Management Workgroup
Montgomery Community Guardians (Non-Profit Board of Directors)

Ongoing Opportunities
Council Member Application

The Council continued to encourage individuals with developmental disabilities and their family
members to complete an application to become a member of the Council as positions become
vacant and/or terms of members expire. The application is available on the Council website and
can be translated into multiple languages. Alternate formats are available upon request. To learn
more, visit https://www.acdd.org/council-member-application/

Consumer Involvement Fund Application

The Council also continued to provide awareness about its Consumer Involvement Fund (CIF),
which can support individuals with developmental disabilities and their family members with
participating in educational events. The CIF application is also available on the Council website
and can be translated into multiple languages. Alternate formats are available upon request. To
learn more, visit https://www.acdd.org/funding/

Council Meetings

The Council continued to hold hybrid quarterly meetings via Zoom to facilitate accessibility. To
learn more about attending a Council meeting, contact our office at 334-242-3976 or
darryle.powell@mh.alabama.gov.

ACDD Newsletter or Request for Proposals Announcements

If you would like to join our email list to receive the ACDD newsletter and/or other updates, then
contact our office at 834-242-3976 or darryle.powell@mh.alabama.gov.
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